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Hie still greater rapports and consolations 
of religious intercourse." 

Bertha's Visit to her Uncle fa England — 
New Edition, London: Murray— 1831. 

The plan of this work may be best 
learned from the advertisement pre- 
fixed to it : 

" These little volumes consist of extracts 
from the journal of a young person, who, 
having passed her childhood at Rio Ja- 
neiro, was sent, at the close of that pe- 
riod, on a visit to her English friends. 

" Her father, Colonel Montague, bad 
been ordered to Brazil upon confidential 
business; and, foreseeing that it would 
occupy him for an indefinite time, he car- 
ried his family along with him. They bad 
remained in that country several years, 
when their domestic happiness was sud- 
denly destroyed by his death ; and the 
effect of the shock on his unfortunate wi- 
dow was such, that she was wholly una- 
ble to undertake a voyage to England. 
She was, therefore, obliged to continue 
her residence at Rio ; but her brother, 
who had always been tenderly attached to 
her, requested that she would permit her 
daughter Bertha to visit him ; and, though 
a, most painful separation, she consented, 
knowing how much it would be for her 
child's advantage. 

" Bertha promised to keep a constant 
Journal, and to send it whenever an op- 
portunity offered ; and such parts of that 
Journal have been selected by the Editor, 
as it is hoped may be found asefut or in- 
teresting." 

As they have been already some 
time before the public, (the present 
being a new edition,) it will be unne- 
cessary for us to enter at any length, 
into an examination of their contents. 
Under the'form of a journal kept by 
Bertha during her residence in Eng- 
land, the editor has contrived to com- 
municate to the young readers for 
whom the book is designed, a vast 
quantity of valuable and interesting 
information, on subjects as various as 
it is well possible, in such a shape and 
compass, to bring together. He has 
formed, in fact, a complete juvenile 
encyclopaedia. The style in general 
is, perhaps, too learned and technical 
for a young lady writing to her mam- 
ma. In an age distinguished by such 
successful attempts to simplify soL 
ence to the comprehension of the 
plainest mechanic, we should have 
expected more simplicity of language 
in*a work designed for the instruction 
of the juvenile part of the communi- 



ty. There are many fine words used 
by Bertha, which we are persuaded 
few of the young readers of her Jour- 
nal would be able to understand. — 
The Sunday conversations interspers- 
ed through the volumes, though they 
contain many important remarks, are 
not quite to our taste ; some of diem 
are too learned, and others of them 
too dry. We should fear that many 
would be disposed to regard them 
merely as unseasonable interruptions 
to the thread of the narrative, and so 
pass them by. We shall probably 
take a more lively interest in Bertha, 
when she condescends to cross the 
channel and visit our Emerald Isle, 
which, from leaving her at Holyhead, 
exploring the wonders of the South 
Stack and its Light-house, we pre- 
sume to be her intention. We shall 
therefore look, with our usual feelings 
of nationality, for the fourth volume 
of her journal, which we are sure, if 
it does justice to its subject, will not 
be in any respect inferior to the fore- 
going. 

An enlf Sen ; a Narrative by the Author 
of " My Early Days." London t 
Westley end Davis, 1831. 

A Tale this of the deepest tragedy ! 
in which, in the history of Mr. Robert 
Earnshaw, the evils of the rigid and 
austere old-school Presbyterian mode 
of education, — along with those re- 
sulting from war, and duelling— are 
most powerfully depleted. As to the 
first of these evils, we apprehend it 
is now very nearly defunct. Few 
traces of the ancient discipline are to 
be seen in the arrangements and re- 
gulations of modern families. The 
stern rigour of our forefathers has 
given way to a milder, perhaps a 
more vacillating exercise of parental 
authority, if authority be not a mis- 
nomer for a system under which 
young masters and misses have every 
thing their own way, and manage the 
old folk just as they please. With 
respect to war and duelling, would 
that the light in which this Author 
has exhibited them, were that in 
which they were always contem- 
plated by the youthful mind. He 
has stripped them both of the false 
glare of imaginary glory with which 
a prurient fancy and a weak judgment 
have invested them ; and has shown 
them in their real character and sad 



